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Highlights of FY2014
1. In Memoriam: Dr. Burnett Rawson

Dr. Burnett S. Rawson, of Essex, Vermont, died on May 18, 2014 at age 100 following a brief period of ill health. Dr. Rawson was born in Underhill, Vermont and Miss Winnie Belle Learned, a teacher and distant relative, recognized his potential as a student and supported him financially to attend the University of Vermont. Following military service during WWII, Dr.Rawson returned to UVM to earn his MD and practiced medicine in Pearl River N.Y.  He and his wife Jesse provided seed money for trhe Deborah I. Rawson Memorial Library in Jericho in memory of their daughter, a journalist who died at the age of forty. Following the death of his wife, Rawson returned to Vermont where he engaged in a number of philanthropic projects.  Inspired by the positive impact the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library made in the Jericho/Underhill community, and in appreciation of his early benefactress, Dr. Rawson created the Winnie Belle Learned Fund of the Vermont Public Library Foundation (VPLF). 

Since the start of the Winnie Belle Learned Fund, the VPLF has awarded 179 grants to support services to children and families in 89 libraries, 3 bookmobile programs and 1 library consortium, totalling $261,649. One hundred percent of these funds were given to the Foundation by Dr. Rawson. The Fund has also supported the work of the Vermont Early Literacy Initiative.

2. Winnie Belle Learned Fund

The Winnie Belle Learned Fund was created in 2007 with an initial gift of $10,100 from Dr. Burnett Rawson of Essex. In FY2014 Dr. Rawson contributed $10,000 to the Winnie Belle Learned Fund, bringing the total of his contributions to the Fund to $398,100.  Other donations to the Winnie Belle Learned Fund were made by individuals in honor of Dr. Rawson’s 100th birthday (July 2013).
The Winnie Belle Learned Fund was named in Dr. Rawson’s obituary as one of three organizations to which individuals could send memorial contributions.  To date we have received no memorial contributions.
In FY2014 VPLFdid not award any Winnie Belle Learned Fund grants,
In a June 2, 2014 letter from Lydia Brownell, Fund Manager at the Vermont Community Foundation, I received confirmation that the Vermont Community Foundation has established a new Rawson Family Fund: “Dr. Burnett Rawson established three charitable gift annuities, each naming the Rawson Family Fund as the beneficiary. Further, the purpose of the Rawson Family Fund is to provide an annual distribution to the Winnie Belle Learned Fund at the Vermont Public Library Foundation to make modest (in the range of $2,500) grants to libraries in Vermont, with a preference for smaller libraries and for programs and projects that support children and diversity…. To determine the annual distribution amount for the fund, in late January the Foundatioin calculates the average value of the fund over the past 36 months, starting with the previous year-end balance, and transfers 5% of that value from the fund’s invested portion to its distribution portion. That amount is then distributed in late February (starting in 2015) per the fund declaration specifications to the designated organization, for the purposes stated in the fund declaration…. Your first distribution check will be sent to you in February 2015. We anticipate the amount to be approximately $6,500.”

2. Vermont Early Literacy Initiative

In FY2010 Dr. Rawson approved Winnie Belle Learned funding for the Vermont Early Literacy Initiative (VELI), a program co-sponsored by the Department of Libraries and the Vermont Center for the Book which offers training and materials to Vermont librarians to support early literacy and math skills for preschool-aged children. The program also extends support and training to parents and childcare provders. Since FY2010, VELI has also been supported by grants from the Henderson Foundation and the Turrell Fund. Currently 58 Vermont public libraries provide programming supported by VELI.
The Department of the Libraries and the Center for the Book gave a two-day “Ready for School” (math and early literacy) training in Fall 2013, a webinar in January 2014, and a final one-day training in May 2014 for librarians in Cohort Two. We are planning future trainings in FY2015.
As reported for the past two years, Deborah Gadwah-Lambert, Director of the Alice M. Ward Memorial Library in Canaan, and a member of the VELI Steering Committee, took on the job of writing a newsletter for VELI librarians with the help of Beth Reynolds from the Norwich Public Library and contributions from various VELI members. Dr. Rawson was impressed with this work and asked that we provide compensation from the Winnie Belle Learned Fund for both co-editors. We agreed on a stipend of $100 per issue for Gadwah-Lambert and $50.00 per issue for Reynolds.  This year one newsletter was issued in fall 2013. All of the VELI newsletters can be found at: http://libraries.vermont.gov/libraries/cbec/eli
3. Turrell Fund Grant Award to Support the VELI
In December 2012, the Vermont Library Foundation and the Vermont Center for the Book received a grant of $22,178 from the Turrell Fund to support the work of the Vermont Early Literacy Initiative’s “Ready for School Project.” The Grant funds were spent in FY2014 to cover the cost of “Ready for School” training and materials (Fall 2013). Supplemental funding for the project came from the Department of Libraries ($20,000) and workshop fees from participating libraries.
4. VPLF Submits IMLS National Leadership Grant Application
In February 2013, the VPLF and the Vermont Center for the Book submitted an application for a National Leadership for Libraries Grant to the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). The grant proposal of $336,679 was for a 3-year project to expand the work of the Vermont Early Literacy Initiative to include more science and math content for young children, to create table-top library discovery centers for children and their families in libraries, and to create a model that could be replicated in libraries across the country. We received word in September 2013 that the grant application was not funded.  We are now working with the Vermont Center for the Book on a revised proposal which we plan to submit to IMLS in February 2015. 
5.  Freeman Family Foundation Fund
The Vermont Public Library Foundation was created with funds donated by the Freeman Family Foundation. The endowment of $179,000 is kept as principal in a separate account with the Vermont State Employees Credit Union. Interest earned is transferred each month to a “business share savings” account from which grants may be awarded. No grants were awarded from this fund in FY2014. 
6. Disaster Relief Fund for Libraries Damaged in Tropical Storm Irene

We received no new donations to this fund in FY2014, and have not yet made any grant awards. We anticipate that most libraries affected by Storm Irene will now have received full FEMA and insurance remibursements and we will send out applications this summer to see if there is any need for VPLF funds to reimburse costs not otherwise covered. We expect the greatest need willl come from the West Hartford Public Library which is presently involved in a building project to replace the library destroyed in 2011 by Storm Irene. 
7. Classical Connections Grant
This year we received $2500 from Alex Kroll, a resident of Charlotte, VT, to fund the “Classical Connections Grant” program for a second year. This competitive grant program, based on a similar successful program at the Charlotte Library, is designed for middle school students as a collaboration project between the local school and public libraries. The program pairs a contemporary novel with classical literature and incorporates reading, writing and art to help young adults explore the literature and enance the reading experience. 

We received only one application for summer 2014 and we awarded a $500 grant to the Poultney Public Library.
8. VPLF Submits Grant Application to the Gladys Brooks Foundation
In May, the VPLF submitted a proposal for $95,402 to the Gladys Brooks Foundation to fund a program of portable “Maker Space” labs that would be available for programming in Vermont public libraries. We received no word from the Foundation about our grant application, so come to the conclusion that our proposal was rejected.
