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Classical Connections:
Taking Middle School Reading
Out of the Box
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of good books and foster the connections between modern-day
children's books and the canon of world literature.




How We Got Started

SUMMER
READING
TAKING ON

g EPIC
IdNO PORTIONS?
[ J
JOIN THE CHARLOTTE LIBRARY'S
. LITERARY TIME MACHINE AND YOU WILL

. Follow The Lightning Thief from Camp Half-Blood to
. Ancient Greece and back
. Create your mythic adventures
. . Complete the requirements for CCS Summer Reading
dll © . - Sl AT L\ - WHEN: June 27-July 1, 10 am to Noon
. WHERE: Charlotte Library

An incentive for the students was their summei| - o ssumeionsa e o sio
reading requirements were fulfilled at the

completion of the program (this was especially

attractive to the long-suffering parents!)
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A Typical Day

- works, how they relate to each other and to the contemporary
world.

Following a presentation about the Young Writer's Project,the
students journal and blog on the YWP site.
We connect related information through videos, guest speakers,

play-acting and art projects.



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.charlotte.ywpschools.net%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHEK9yfRLbe1y1b1J36m3E5OmNZPA

Student Enrichment

~ Students develop the ability to make associations anc
comparisons across the centuries and genres of literature.




Summer 2011: 5T i
Literary Time Machine

/i

Gods and Heroes and D' Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths, students created a
timeline of related adventures between ancient and modern worlds.
Building on our discussions, we made character trading cards and
played "lightning" bingo.

Concluding activities included a character mural depicting modern
day versions of the Greek gods and goddesses and an e-toon retelling

a Greek myth featured in Percy Jackson's story.



Summer 2012:
Wednesday Wars Meets Shakespeare

gj\/lw[a[[e School Reading 2012:
No Midsummer j\ftgﬁtmare’
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the bard's plays.

We paralleled Holling's experiences
by reading Tales from Shakespeare by
Marcia Williams, a graphic novel
retelling of the famous plays.



Making Connections

The chlminétfn;g art p_roject was a t-shirt
silkscreened with artwork by the students
that reflected connections made through

the week.




Where Do We Go From Here?

project details. The Vermont Department of Libraries will provide
15 copies of each book used.

Grant funding is available up to $450.00. $S150 must be used for
the Young Writer's Project blog-writing workshop.

For 2013, the Charlotte Library will pair 7ip by Katherine Paterson

and Ofliver Twist by Charles Dickens. |
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