
 
 
  

Jip by Katherine Paterson 
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens, Graphic Novel adapted by Dan Johnson 



Summer Reading 2013 
Jip with a Classic Twist 

 
Day 1 

• Read up to Chapter 4 in Jip. 
•  Introduce the digital platform you will use for student writing. 

 
Writing Prompt: 

Jip, having "fallen off a wagon" was placed under the supervision of the local poor farm.  As you read, you 
will see how very rich he made the place feel for those who became his friends.  But, his was a tough 
existence.  What was it like?  What would it be like for you?  What did his friend Put endure when he had one 
of his spells? 

Take a look at the images in the mini-gallery.  Write a diary entry from Jip's (yes, Jip will become literate) or 
Put's point of view.  For your entry, tell us what this person's day was like and his reflections on the day.  You 
could also write more generally and inventively as a child of that era, on a poor farm, after a grueling 
day.  What was it like and what are your thoughts about it? 

 
 

 



Day 2 
• Read up to Chapter 9 in Jip.  
• Begin Oliver Twist.  
• Tour one-room schoolhouse (Quinlan School). Or, visit virtually at Vermont Historical 

Society’s Flickr Stream http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=One%20room%20schools 
• Listen to audio of Daisy Turner from Vermont Folklife Center 

 
Writing Prompt: 
 
In today's reading, Jip is lucky enough to begin school. You were asked to think with your senses 
when we toured the one-room schoolhouse. Create a new blog post and write with all 5 senses 
describing the one-room schoolhouse. How is it similar to your school? How is it different? 
What smells, sights, sounds, and feelings might a child have had in the one-room schoolhouse 
that are different from what you experience at school? What might be the same? What if one of 
the children in the picture below were transported through time to one of your classrooms. What 
would they see? Tag your entry with "School Days". 
 
 
 
 

 



Day 3 
• Read up to Chapter 13 in Jip. 
• Keep reading Oliver Twist 
• Art Day with visiting artist. 

 
Guest artist lead students in a discussion of images related to themes from both stories. Then, 
they created three images of their own that they believed related strongly to the themes of the 
books. Then, all the images were spread on the floor and students worked together to determine 
which images should appear on the final tshirt design. Only 9 images could appear on the final 
product! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Day 4 

• Read up to Chapter 17 in Jip. 
• Finish Oliver Twist 
• Charlotte Poor Farm presentation by local historian 
• Compare/Contrast Jip and Oliver Twist 
• Podcasts 

 
Writing Prompt: 
 
Yesterday, Mr. Baginski helped you to think about your reading in a very specific way. He 
encouraged you to think about how images can tell a story.You made connections to Jip and/or 
Oliver Twist as part of your art project. Think about the images you chose to represent the 
stories. What images spoke to you as a reader? Why? Please create a new blog entry, tag it with 
"Imagery", and write about the mental images that came to your mind as you read this week. 

 
 

Podcast: 
 

Katherine Paterson and Charles Dickens each write in a distinct way. In pairs, locate a passage in 
either Jip or Oliver Twist that you consider to be a "must-read-aloud". Perhaps you have a 
favorite section that shows use of great descriptive language. Maybe you have a favorite section 
of dialogue between characters. Think about the sound effect possibilities with the graphic novel 
version of Oliver Twist! Practice first. Use your newly aquired background knowledge to think 
about what the characters are seeing, how they're feeling, etc. Put that emotion into your voices. 



Title your podcast with your names and tag it with "Must-Read Podcast". Listen to and comment 
on at least one other podcast. 

Follow the instructions for Direct Record. 

Listen to my example. I chose the section near the end of Chapter 3 in Jip where Katherine 
Paterson does such an excellent job of describing the stranger through Jip's eyes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Day 5 

• Books are completely read! 
• Rokeby Museum Program – or pay a visit to a local place of historical importance in your 

area. 
• Exit Cards & Self-Assessment Rubrics 

 
In addition to exploring the Rokeby grounds and enjoying some sunshine, students participated 
in a wonderful program based on primary source documents. They learned how read like 
detectives and worked in groups to decode language that is over a hundred years old. They 
immersed themselves in letters that were written about the time that our Jip characters lived. 
Then, they created public records of the main points of the letters and presented to the entire 
group.  
 
 
 
 
Sources 
 
Use these to locate primary source materials for writing prompts and activities or to find 
community connections! 
 
Local Historical Societies 
http://vermonthistory.org/community-resources/league-of-local-societies-and-museums-directory 
 
 
UVM’s Landscape Change Program 
http://www.uvm.edu/landscape/menu.php 
 
Vermont Folklife Center 
http://www.vermontfolklifecenter.org/ 
 
 
Vermont Historical Society 
http://vermonthistory.org/ 
 
Vermont Historical Society’s Flickr Page 
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=One%20room%20schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://vermonthistory.org/community-resources/league-of-local-societies-and-museums-directory
http://www.uvm.edu/landscape/menu.php
http://www.vermontfolklifecenter.org/
http://vermonthistory.org/
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=One%20room%20schools


Sample Thank you follow-up email to parents at program’s end: 
 
Thank you for encouraging your child to attend the Classic Connections Middle School Summer 
Reading Program, a joint venture between Charlotte Central School and the Charlotte Public 
Library. 

I will be handing the participants' folders over to their language arts teachers when school begins 
again at the end of August. The folders hold any notes your child took over the week, as well as a 
self-assessment they completed for me and an exit card to inform our planning for next year. 
Their teachers will also be able to review the amazing writing they did over the course of the 
week in response to the reading and activities they took part in. 

Please see the slideshow here: 
http://smilebox.com/playBlog/4d7a63784d7a51794e44493d0d0a&blogview=true  
to get a taste for the number of learning opportunities and dare I say...fun the students had last 
week. I enjoyed their company thoroughly! Happy summer! 

http://smilebox.com/playBlog/4d7a63784d7a51794e44493d0d0a&blogview=true

