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A BARE BONES JUVENILE BIOGRAPHY LIST 
 
In addition to these titles listed, you should buy a few ephemeral biographies of current popular 
figures - sports heroes, entertainers - to keep up with children's interests. 
 
 
ALBERS, JOSEF 
 
Wing, Natasha.  An Eye for Color: The Story of Josef Albers.  Illustrated by Julia Breckenreid.  

Holt, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-8050-8072-8. 
 
 
ANDERSON, MARIAN 
 
Freedman, Russell.  The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for 

Equal Rights.  Clarion, 2004.  ISBN 978-0-6181-5976-5. 
 
 
ARNOLD, BENEDICT 
 
Murphy, Jim.  The Real Benedict Arnold.  Clarion, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-3957-7609-4. 
 
 
ATLAS, CHARLES 
 
McCarthy, Megan.  Strong Man: The Story of Charles Atlas.  Knopf, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-3758-

2940-6. 
 
 
BARNUM, P.T. 
 
Fleming, Candace.  The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, Stupendous Life of Showman 

P.T. Barnum.  Illustrated by Ray Fenwick.  Schwartz & Wade, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-375-
84197-2 (Tr.);  ISBN 978-0-375-94597-7 (PLB).   

 
 
BELL, ALEXANDER GRAHAM 
 
Matthews, Tom L.  Always Inventing: A Photobiography of Alexander Graham Bell.  National 

Geographic, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-7922-5932-9 (pap.). 



 

2 

BENTLEY, WILSON 
 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Snowflake Bentley. Illustrated by Mary Azarian. Houghton Mifflin, 

1998. ISBN 978-0-3958-6162-2. 
 
 
BLY, NELLIE 
 
Christensen, Bonnie.  The Daring Nellie Bly: America's Star Reporter.  Dragonfly, 2009.  ISBN 

978-0-3758-5118-6 (pap.). 
 
 
BOOTH, EDWIN & JOHN WILKES BOOTH 
 
Giblin, James Cross. Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes 

Booth. Clarion, 2005.  ISBN 978-0-6180-9642-8. 
 
 
BRIDGES, RUBY 
 
Bridges, Ruby.  Through My Eyes: The Autobiography of Ruby Bridges.  Scholastic, 1999.  ISBN 

978-0-5901-8923-1. 
 
 
CALDER, ALEXANDER 
 
Stone, Tanya Lee.  Sandy’s Circus: A Story About Alexander Calder.  Illustrated by Boris 

Kulikov.  Viking, 2008.  ISBN 978-0-670-06268-3.   
 
 
CHAPLIN, CHARLIE 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  Sir Charlie: Chaplin, the Funniest Man in the World.  Greenwillow, 2010.  

ISBN 978-0-0618-9640-8. 
 
 
CHAVEZ, CESAR 
 
Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Cesar Chavez. Illustrated by Marie Olofsdotter. Holiday 

House, 2010. ISBN 978-0-8234-2202-9. 
 
Krull, Kathleen.  Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez.  Illustrated by Yuyi Morales.  

Harcourt, 2003.  ISBN 978-0-1520-1437-7. 
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CHRISTO & JEANNE-CLAUDE 
 
Greenberg, Jan & Sandra Jordan.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Through the Gates and Beyond.  

Roaring Brook, 2008.  ISBN 978-1-5964-3071-6. 
 
 
CLEARY, BEVERLY 
 
Cleary, Beverly.  A Girl from Yamhill: A Memoir.  HarperCollins, 1996.  ISBN 978-0-3807-2740-

7 (pap.). 
 
 
CLEOPATRA, QUEEN OF EGYPT 
 
Stanley, Diane & Peter Vennema.  Cleopatra.  HarperCollins, 1997.  ISBN 978-0-6881-5480-6 

(pap.). 
 
 
COLVIN, CLAUDETTE 
 
Hoose, Phillip.  Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice.  FSG, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-374-31322-7.   
 
 
COUSTEAU, JACQUES 
 
Yaccarino, Dan.  The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau.  Knopf, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-

375-85573-3. 
 
 
CURIE, MARIE 
 
McClafferty, Carla Killough.  Something Out of Nothing: Marie Curie and Radium.  FSG, 2006.  

ISBN 978-0-3743-8036-6. 
 
 
DAHL, ROALD 
 
Dahl, Roald.  Boy: Tales of Childhood.  Puffin, 2009.  ISBN  978-0-1424-1381-4 (pap.). 
 
 
DARWIN, CHARLES 
 
Heiligman, Deborah.  Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith.  Holt, 2009.  ISBN 978-

0-8050-8721-5.  
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McGinty, Alice B.  Darwin: With Glimpses into His Private Journal & Letters.  Illustrated by 
Mary Azarian.  Houghton, 2009.  ISBN 978-0-618-99531-8.   

 
 
DE PAOLA, TOMIE 
 
De Paola, Tomie.  26 Fairmount Avenue.  Putnam, 1999.  ISBN 978-0-3992-3246-6. (and sequels) 
 
 
EARHART, AMELIA 
 
Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart. Schwartz & 

Wade, 2011. ISBN 978-0-3758-4198-9. 
 
Taylor, Sarah Stewart & Ben Towle.  Amelia Earhart: This Broad Ocean.  Hyperion, 2010.  

ISBN 978-1-4231-1337-9. 
 
 
EDERLE, GERTRUDE 
 
Adler, David A.  America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle.  Sandpiper, 2005.  ISBN 

978-0-1520-5251-5 (pap.). 
 
 
EINSTEIN, ALBERT 
 
Delano, Marfé Ferguson.  Genius: A Photobiography of Albert Einstein.  National Geographic, 

2005.  ISBN 978-0-7922-9544-0. 
 
 
FLEISCHMAN, SID 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  The Abracadabra Kid: A Writer’s Life.  Greenwillow, 1996.  ISBN 978-0-

6881-4859-1. 
 
 
FRANK, ANNE 
 
Metselaar, Menno & Ruud van der Rol.  Anne Frank: Her Life in Words and Pictures.  Roaring 

Brook, 2009.  ISBN 978-1-59643-546-9;  ISBN 978-1-59643-547-6 (pap.). 
 
 
FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN 
 
Dash, Joan.  A Dangerous Engine: Benjamin Franklin, from Scientist to Diplomat.  Illustrated by 

Dusan Petricic.  FSG, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-6898-3549-0. 
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Fleming, Candace.  Ben Franklin's Almanac: Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman's 
Life.  Atheneum, 2003.  ISBN 978-0-6898-3549-0. 

 
Giblin, James Cross.  The Amazing Life of Benjamin Franklin.  Scholastic, 2006.  ISBN 978-

0-4397-1065-4 (pap.). 
 
 
FRITZ, JEAN 
 
Fritz, Jean.  Homesick: My Own Story.  Illustrated by Margot Tomes.  Putnam, 1982.  ISBN 978-

0-3992-0933-8. 
 
 
GEHRIG, LOU 
 
Adler, David A. Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man. Illustrated by Terry Widener. Harcourt, 

1997. ISBN 978-0-1520-0523-8. 
 
 
GOODALL, JANE 
 
McDonnell, Patrick. Me...Jane. Little, Brown, 2011. ISBN 978-0-3160-4546-9. 
 
 
GRANDIN, TEMPLE 
 
Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 

Changed the World. Houghton Mifflin, 2012. ISBN 978-0-5474-4315-7. 
 
 
GUTHRIE, WOODY 
 
Christensen, Bonnie.  Woody Guthrie: Poet of the People.  Dragonfly Books, 2009.  ISBN 

978-0-5531-1203-0 (pap.). 
 
Partridge, Elizabeth.  This Land Was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody 

Guthrie.  Viking, 2002.  ISBN 978-0-6700-3535-9. 
 
 
HAMILTON, ALEXANDER  
 
Fritz, Jean. Alexander Hamilton: The Outsider. Illustrated by Ian Schoenherr. Putnam, 2011. 

ISBN 978-0-3992-5546-5. 
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HANCOCK, JOHN 
 
Fritz, Jean.  Will You Sign Here, John Hancock?  Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman.  

Putnam, 1997. ISBN 978-0-6981-1440-1 (pap.). 
 
 
HITLER, ADOLF  
 
Giblin, James Cross.  The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler.  Clarion, 2002.  ISBN 978-0-3959-

0371-1. 
 
 
HOUDINI, HARRY 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  Escape!: The Story of the Great Houdini.  HarperCollins, 2008.  ISBN 978-

0-0608-5096-8 (pap.). 
 
 
JOBS, STEVE 
 
Blumenthal, Karen. Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different. Feiwel and Friends, 2012. ISBN 

978-1-2500-1557-0. 
 
 
KEHRET, PEG 
 
Kehret, Peg.  Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio.  Whitman, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-8075-7459-1. 
 
 
KHAN, KUBLAI 
 
Krull, Kathleen. Kubla Khan: The Emperor of Everything. Illustrated by Robert Byrd. Viking, 

2010. ISBN 978-0-6700-1114-8. 
 
 
KING, MARTIN LUTHER  
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  I've Seen the Promised Land: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Illustrated by Leonard Jenkins.  Amistad, 2003.  ISBN 978-0-0602-7703-1. 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.  Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Illustrated 

by Bryan Collier.  ISBN 978-0-7868-0714-7. 
 
 
LEONARDO DA VINCI 
 
Byrd, Robert.  Leonardo, Beautiful Dreamer.  Dutton, 2003.  ISBN 978-0-5254-7033-5. 
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LINCOLN, ABRAHAM 
 
Freedman, Russell. Abraham Lincoln & Frederick Douglass: The Story Behind an American 

Friendship. Clarion, 2012. ISBN 978-0-5473-8562-4. 
 
Freedman, Russell.  Lincoln: A Photobiography.  Clarion, 1987.  ISBN 978-0-8991-9380-9 

(PLB);  Sandpiper, 1989.  ISBN 978-0-3955-1848-9 (pap.). 
 
 
LINDBERGH, CHARLES 
 
Burleigh, Robert.  Flight: The Journey of Charles Lindbergh.  Illustrated by Mike Wimmer.  

Putnam, 1997.  ISBN 978-0-6981-1425-8 (pap.). 
 
 
LOWRY, LOIS 
 
Lowry, Lois.  Looking Back: A Book of Memories.  Houghton, 1998.  ISBN 978-0-3958-95436. 
 
 
MAATHAI, WANGARI 
 
Winter, Jeanette.  Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa.  Harcourt, 2008.  ISBN 

978-0-15-206545-4.   
 
 
MANLEY, EFFA 
 
Vernick, Audrey. She Loved Baseball: The Effa Manley Story. Illustrated by Don Tate. Collins, 

2010. ISBN 978-0-0613-4920-1. 
 
 
MARCEAU, MARCEL 
 
Schubert, Leda. Monsieur Marceau: Actor Without Words. Illustrated by Gerard DuBois. 

FlashPoint, 2012. 
 
 
MYERS, WALTER DEAN 
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: A Memoir. HarperCollins, 2002. ISBN 978-0-06044-7288-3 (pap.). 
 
 
OAKLEY, ANNIE 
 
Macy, Sue.  Bull’s-Eye: A Photobiography of Annie Oakley.  National Geographic, 2001.  

ISBN 978-0-7922-7008-9. 
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PAULSEN, GARY 
 
Paulsen, Gary.  How Angel Peterson Got His Name: And Other Outrageous Tales About 

Extreme Sports.  Yearling, 2004.  ISBN 978-0-4402-2935-3 (pap.). 
 
Paulsen, Gary.  My Life in Dog Years.  Random, 1999.  ISBN 0-440-41471-7 (pap.). 
 
 
REVERE, PAUL 
 
Fritz, Jean.  And Then What Happened, Paul Revere?  Illustrated by Margot Tomes.  Putnam, 

1973.  ISBN 978-0-3992-3337-1;  1996.  ISBN 978-0-6981-1351-0 (pap.). 
 
Giblin, James Cross.  The Many Rides of Paul Revere.  Scholastic, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-4395-

7290-3. 
 
 
ROBINSON, JACKIE   
 
Golenbock, Peter.  Teammates.  Illustrated by Paul Bacon.  Harcourt, 1990.  ISBN 978-0-1520-

0603-7. 
 
 
ROOSEVELT, ELEANOR 
 
Cooney, Barbara.  Eleanor.  Viking, 1996.  ISBN 978-0-6708-6159-0 (PLB);  Puffin, 1999.  

ISBN 978-0-4391-3736-2 (pap.). 
 
Fleming, Candace.  Our Eleanor: A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt's Remarkable Life.  

Atheneum, 2005.  ISBN 978-0-6898-6544-2. 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.  Eleanor: Quiet No More.  Illustrated by Gary Kelley.  Hyperion, 2009.  

ISBN 978-0-7868-5141-6. 
 
 
ROOSEVELT, FRANKLIN DELANO 
 
Freedman, Russell.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Sandpiper, 1992.  ISBN 978-0-3956-2978-9. 

(pap.) 
 
 
RUDOLPH, WILMA 
 
Krull, Kathleen.  Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s Fastest Woman.  

Illustrated by David Diaz.  Harcourt, 2000.  ISBN 978-0-1520-2098-9 (pap.). 
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SARG, TONY 
 
Sweet, Melissa. Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade. 

Houghton, 2011. ISBN 978-0-5471-9945-0. 
 
 
SASAKI, SADAKO 
 
Coerr, Eleanor.  Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.  Putnam, 2002. (25th Anniversary 

edition)  ISBN 978-0-3992-3799-7. 
 
 
SAY, ALLEN 
 
Say, Allen. Drawing from Memory. Scholastic, 2011. ISBN 978-0-5451-7686-6. 
 
 
SCIESZKA, JON 
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Knucklehead: Tall Tales and Almost True Stories About Growing Up Scieszka.  

Viking, 2008.  978-0-6700-1106-3. 
 
 
SEUSS, DR. 
 
Krull, Kathleen.  The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel Grew Up To Become Dr. Seuss.  

Illustrated by Steve Johnson & Lous Fancher.  Random, 2010.  ISBN 978-0-3758-5550-4 
(pap.).. 

 
Weidt, Maryann N.  Oh, the Places He Went: A Story About Dr. Seuss.  Illustrated by Kerry 

Maguire.  Carolrhoda, 1994.  ISBN 978-0-8761-4627-9 (pap.). 
 
 
SHACKLETON, SIR ERNEST HENRY 
 
Kostyal, K.M.  Trial by Ice: Photobiography of Sir Ernest Shackleton.  Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-1535-6619-6 (pap.). 
 
 
SHAKESPEARE, WILLIAM 
 
Stanley, Diane.  Bard of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare.  Illustrated by Peter Vennema.  

HarperCollins, 1998.  ISBN 978-0-6881-6294-8 (pap.). 
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SÍS, PETER 
 
Sís, Peter.  The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain.  FSG, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-3743-4701-

7. 
 
 
SITTING BULL, DAKOTA CHIEF 
 
Bruchac, Joseph.  A Boy Called Slow: The True Story of Sitting Bull.  Illustrated by Rocco 

Baviera.  Penguin, 1999.  ISBN 978-0-6981-1616-0 (pap.). 
 
 
STANTON, ELIZABETH CADY  
 
Stone, Tanya Lee.  Elizabeth Leads the Way.  Illustrated by Rebecca Gibbon.  Holt, 2008.  ISBN 

978-0-8050-7903-6. 
 
 
SWITZER, BOB & JOE 
 
Barton, Chris.  The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story of Bob and Joe Switzer’s Bright Ideas and 

Brand-New Colors.  Illustrated by Tony Persiani.  Charlesbridge, 2009.  ISBN 978-1-
5709-1673-1. 

 
 
TELGEMEIER, RAINA 
 
Telgemeier, Raina. Smile. Graphix, 2010. ISBN 978-0-5451-3205-3. 
 
 
TRUTH, SOJOURNER 
 
McKissack, Patricia.  Sojourner Truth: Ain't I A Woman?  Scholastic, 1994.  ISBN 978-0-

5904-4691-4 (pap.). 
 
 
TWAIN, MARK 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  The Trouble Begins At 8: A Life of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West.  

Greenwillow, 2008.  ISBN 978-0-0613-4431-2. 
 
 
WRIGHT, ORVILLE & WRIGHT, WILBUR 
 
Collins, Mary.  Airborne: A Photobiography of Wilbur and Orville Wright.  National 

Geographic, 2003.  ISBN 978-0-7922-6957-1. 
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Freedman, Russell.  The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane.  Holiday House, 
1991.  ISBN 978-0-8234-0875-7 (PLB);  ISBN 978-0-8234-1082-8 (pap.). 
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