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LIBRARY SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
 

MANAGEMENT 

Benne, Mae.  Principles of Children's Services in Public Libraries.  ALA, 1991.  Ref 027.62.  A 

resource of professional principles and managerial competencies for the children's 

librarian. A classic that is still relevant. 

Cerny, Rosanne, Penny Markey & Amanda Williams. Outstanding Library Service to Children: 

Putting the Core Competencies to Work. ALA, 2006. Ref 027.62. Examines the seven 

core competencies that The Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) has 

listed for children’s librarians.  Explains all of the  core competencies, gives examples of 

how to use them, and includes a bibliography for further study. 

Dresang, Eliza T. Dynamic Youth Services Through Outcome-Based Planning and Evaluation. 

ALA, 2006. Ref. 025.1. How to gather information, determine outcomes, and evaluate 

programs and services. 

Fasick, Adele M.  Managing Children's Services in the Public Library.  2nd ed.  Libraries 

Unlimited, 1998.  Ref 027.62.  A practical guide to children's librarianship. 

Harper, Meghan.  Reference Sources and Services for Youth.  Neal-Schuman, 2011.  Ref 027.52.  

How and where to direct students for productive research. 

Steele, Anitra T.  Bare Bones Children's Services: Tips for Public Library Generalists.  ALA, 

2001.  Ref 027.62.  An overview of children's library services for those with no specific 

training. 

Sullivan, Michael. Connecting Boys with Books: What Libraries Can Do. ALA, 2003. Ref 028.5. 

Focusing mainly on public libraries, this book looks at why boys are not as involved in 

reading as girls.  Includes statistics to support this idea, as well as programs to help get 

boys more involved at the library. 

Sullivan, Michael. Fundamentals of Children’s Services. ALA, 2005. Ref 027.62. A clear and 

succinct overview by a NH librarian. 

Unattended Children in the Public Library: A Resource Guide.  ALA, 2000.  Ref 025.1.  Policies 

and procedures for working with unattended children. 



2 

Walter, Virginia A. Children & Libraries: Getting it Right. ALA, 2001. Ref 027.62. Ideas and 

suggestions to help libraries better serve children. Analyzes popular trends such as 

homework assistance and parent interaction. 

 

Walter, Virginia A.  Twenty-First Century Kids, Twenty-First Century Librarians.  ALA, 

2010.  Ref 027.62.  How library services to children have changed and stayed the same. 

Ziarnik, Natalie Reif.  School & Public Libraries: Developing the Natural Alliance.  ALA, 2003. 

 Ref 027.473.  Ideas and philosophy for schools and public libraries linking together. 

 

PROGRAMMING 

Bauer, Caroline Feller.  Celebrations: Read Aloud Holiday and Theme Book Programs.  H.W. 

Wilson, 1985.  Ref 027.62.  Sixteen theme programs based on holidays and events. Every 

program includes suggestions for books, poems, recipes, games, projects, exhibits, etc.   

Bauer, Caroline Feller.  Leading Kids to Books Through Crafts.  ALA, 2000. Ref 027.62;  

Leading Kids to Books Through Magic.  ALA, 1996,  Ref 027.62; Leading Kids to Books 

Through Puppets.  ALA, 1997. Ref 027.62.   Lots of ideas for interactive presentations to 

get kids to books. 

Bauer, Caroline Feller.  The Poetry Break.  H.W. Wilson, 1995.  Ref 372.64.  An annotated 

anthology with ideas for introducing children to poetry. 

Bauer, Caroline Feller.  Read for the Fun of it: Active Programming With Books for Children. 

H.W. Wilson, 1992.  Ref 027.62.  More ideas on bringing children and books together 

using poetry, visual media, storytelling, creative writing, magic, poetry and more. 

Bauer, Caroline Feller.  This Way to Books.  H.W. Wilson, 1983.  Ref 028.5.  Creative ways to 

involve children with books. 

Champlin, Connie. Storytelling with Puppets. 2
nd

 ed. ALA, 1998. Ref 372.66. How to use 

puppets to add to story hours.  Includes ideas on what puppets and techniques will work 

best for a particular book.  Will be helpful for all levels of puppetry. 

Chupela, Dolores.  Ready, Set, Go!: Children’s Programming for Bookmobiles and Other Small 

Spaces.  Alleyside Press, 1994. Ref 027.62.  Programs for preschool to grade 3 that can 

be done in small spaces. 

Cook, Sybilla.  Battle of the Books and More: Reading Activities for Middle School Students.  

Alleyside, 2001.  Ref 027.8.  An excellent resource for ideas on contests and 

competitions to motivate students to read. 
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Crepeau, Ingrid M. and M. Ann Richards. A Show of Hands: Using Puppets with Young 

Children.  Redleaf, 2003. Ref 371.39.  Demonstrates how to use puppets to help children 

develop social skills.  Includes lesson plans and patterns to make puppets. 

Diamant-Cohen, Betsy, ed.  Children’s Services: Partnerships for Success.  ALA, 2010.  Ref 

027.62.  Eighteen examples of successful outreach partnerships. 

Freeman, Judy.  Books Kids Will Sit Still For.  2nd ed.  Bowker, 1990.  Ref 011.62;  More Books 

Kids Will Sit Still For.  Bowker, 1995.  Ref 011.62; Books Kids Will Sit Still For 3. 

Libraries Unlimited, 2006. Ref 011.62. Suggestions on reading aloud, dramatizing, 

booktalking and otherwise celebrating good books.  Includes bibliographical references 

and indexes. 

Gilbert, LaBritta.  50 Great Make-it, Take-it Projects.  Upstart, 2002.  Ref 372.5.  Projects on 

weaving, mobiles, printing, composition and structures, labeled by grade level. 

Knowles, Elizabeth & Martha Smith. Talk About Books!: A Guide for Book Clubs, Literature 

Circles, and Discussion Groups, Grades 4-8. Libraries Unlimited, 2003. Ref. 372.41.  

Explains how to start a reading group for elementary and middle school students.  

Includes sections on fifteen books, and gives everything from plot summaries and 

discussion questions to teacher resources and web sites related to the book theme. 

Maddigan, Beth and Stefanie Drennan. The Big Book of Reading, Rhyming, and Resources: 

Programs for Children, Ages 4-8. Libraries Unlimited, 2005. Ref 027.62.  Has program 

ideas for each age, and includes suggestions on how to ensure each program is a success.  

Includes everything from choosing a space, to developing a programming style, to 

dealing with latecomers. 

Raines, Shirley.  Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S: Activities to Expand Children's Favorite Books. 

Gryphon, 1989.  Ref 372.64;  More Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S: More Activities to 

Expand Children's Favorite Books.  Gryphon, 1991.  Ref 372.64;  Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-

E-R-S for the Primary Grades: Activities to Expand Children's Favorite Books.  Gryphon 

House, 1992.  Ref 372.64;  450 More Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S for the Primary 

Grades: Activities to Expand Children's Favorite Books.  Gryphon, 1994.  Ref 372.64.  

Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S for Infants, Toddlers, and Twos: Experiences, Activities, and 

Games for Popular Children’s Books. Gryphon House, 2002. Ref 372.4. Activities of all 

kinds – art, cooking, music, science – to extend picture books. 

Reid, Rob.  Something Funny Happened at the Library: How to Create Humorous Programs for 

Children and Young Adults.  ALA, 2003.  Ref 027.62.  Includes raps, booklists, poems 

and much more. 

Schiller, Pam.  Creating Readers: Over 1000 Games, Activities, Tongue Twisters, Fingerplays, 

Songs, and Stories to Get Children Excited About Reading.  Gryphon, 2001.  Ref 372.42. 

A wide range of activities to prepare preschoolers for reading. 
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RESOURCES FOR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS, DECORATIONS AND TOYS 

ALA GRAPHICS 

P.O. Box 932501 

Atlanta, GA 31193-2501 

1-866-746-7252 

www.alastore.ala.org 

graphicsmarketing@ala.org  

Clip art, posters, and other promotional 

materials. 

CHILD GRAPHICS COMPANY 

33 Office Park Rd., Ste 4A-186 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29938 

1-800-543-4880 

www.childgraphics.com  

cgc@childgraphics.com  

Posters (many from books), puppets, frames 

and books. 

CHILDREN'S BOOK COUNCIL 

54 West 39
th

 Street, 14
th

 FL 

New York, NY  10018 

1-212-966-1990 

www.cbcbooks.org  

cbc.info@cbcbooks.org  

The sponsor of Children's Book Week, CBC 

publishes posters and bookmarks. 

DEMCO 

PO Box 7488 

Madison, WI  53707-7488 

1-800-279-1586 

www.demco.com  

custserv@demco.com  

Book tie-ins: stuffed animals, puppets, 

masks, craft supplies and child-size furniture. 

FOLKMANIS PUPPETS 

1219 Park Ave. 

Emeryville, CA 94608 

1-800-654-8922 

info@folkmanis.com 

$100 minimum order to get wholesale prices. 

JANWAY COMPANY 

11 Academy Rd 

Cogan Station, PA  17728 

1-800-877-5242 

www.janway.com  

janway@janway.com  

Promotional items, fundraising products and 

library bags and pouches. 

KIPP 

491 W. Muskegon Drive 

Greenfield, IN 46140 

1-800-428-1153 

www.kipptoys.com  

  

Inexpensive toys, novelties and decorations 

for prizes and parties. 

 

http://www.alastore.ala.org/
mailto:graphicsmarketing@ala.org
http://www.childgraphics.com/
mailto:cgc@childgraphics.com
http://www.cbcbooks.org/
mailto:cbc.info@cbcbooks.org
http://www.demco.com/
mailto:custserv@demco.com
mailto:info@folkmanis.com
http://www.janway.com/
mailto:janway@janway.com
http://www.kipptoys.com/
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ORIENTAL TRADING 

PO Box 2308 

Omaha, NE 68103-2308 

1-800-348-6483 

www.orientaltrading.com  

 Inexpensive toys, novelties and decorations 

for prizes and parties. 

RHODE ISLAND NOVELTY 

5 Industrial Road 

Cumberland, RI 02864 

1-800-528-5599 

www.rinovelty.com 

info@rinovelty.com  

Inexpensive toys, novelties and decorations 

for prizes and parties. 

 

RIVERSHORE READING STORE 

2005 32
nd

 Street 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

(309)788-7717  

www.libraryfun.com  

rivershore@earthlink.net  

(online only) 

Promotional items such as stickers, jewelry, 

and buttons. 

S & S EDUCATION 

PO Box 513 

Colchester, CT 06415-0513 

1-800-288-9941 

www.ssww.com 

cservice@ssww.com  

Supplies and kits for hundreds of projects. 

U.S. TOYS 

13201 Arrington Rd. 

Grandview, MO  64030 

1-800-832-0224 

www.ustoy.com 

custservice@ustoyco.com  

Inexpensive toys, novelties, and decorations 

for prizes and parties. 

UPSTART 

PO Box 14410 

Madison, WI  53708-0410 

1-800-448-4887 

www.highsmith.com/upstart  

custsvc@upstartpromotions.com  

Posters, buttons, pencils, mobiles, balloons, 

bags, etc. to promote reading. 
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