Library Advisory Council Minutes

January 15, 2015

Mike Richman called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. This meeting was held by conference call. The following members were present:  Mike Richman, Amy Olsen, Etsuro Nishiyachi, Jennifer Hart, Sara Blow, and Barbara Buchanan. Etsuro was there to represent Dan Norris who had to attend another meeting.

A motion was made by Amy and seconded by Barbara to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.

Volunteer Readers Update: Jennifer said that two of the narrators are working together at VABVI. Our newest narrator, Nancy McDowell, is ready but has no monitor. Jennifer has contacted RSVP to try to find her a volunteer. Aidan has been coming to the library when he can to work on sound editing. The Jody Williams book is now being edited by a volunteer, and the Christopher Graff book is almost ready. Monique and Rick are each ready to start a new book.

Mike asked how library patrons are being made aware of these books. Jennifer said she mentioned the books in the last newsletter but hasn’t done one recently because of time constraints. She pointed out that because of budget cuts Donna’s position was being eliminated so only Jennifer and Sara were left on the library staff. Mike suggested putting available books in the VABVI newsletter, and Amy said she would mention them in the public list sent to all state librarians. Everyone agreed that word of mouth was also an option.

Jennifer said that there were many Vermont books in the national collection but that because of the standards set by BARD, the books created by our library could not be listed there.

Mike said that the Library Advisory Council should figure out ways to volunteer their time to assist the library staff. He said he would also mention this to the Burlington book group.

Springfield Book Club: Jennifer said that Dan was at a meeting in Springfield today so might be able to give us more information at the next meeting. So far she had nothing new to report about the group.

Books Dealing with Blind Characters: Mike mentioned that it seemed that most of the blind characters in books were portrayed as super blind people who could do almost impossible things. He mentioned some recent books where many of the characters were more believable. One was For the Benefit of Those Who See by Rosemary Mahoney, which described her experiences working with blind children in Tibet and blind adults training in India, and another was Touch and Go which was about a blind fellow functioning in a family. The third book he mentioned was a trilogy for young readers called True Sight by David Stahler, a Vermont author who is an instructor at the Lyndon Institute which is a public/private school. The book is about a society where all of the people are blind from birth. Mike said that Mr. Stahler is the speaker at the next convention of the Vermont Council of the Blind. The convention is being held at Lake Morey on Saturday, April 18, and he invited everyone to attend. He said there would also be a bell ringer choir from the St. Johnsbury Methodist Church

Update on Search for Director: Martha Reid, Director of State Library Services, then joined the meeting to talk about filling the SSU Director’s position. Martha began by telling the Council that the state library budget of $2.7 million was cut by $500,000. She then said there were three options: Outsourcing the service or parts of the service to another organization, creating a position where a current librarian would work as SSU director half-time, and three, filling the current position.

Martha said she realized that library patrons and DBVI and VABVI were opposed to outsourcing the service because the quality of service they are now receiving would plummet. As to the second option, there were many staff members available who could head SSU part-time. She also said that the full-time position of SSU director had not yet been eliminated. However, if it were filled, another position in the system would have to be eliminated.

Jennifer said that one way to help solve the problem would be to outsource the distribution of machines. She said that currently the Rhode Island library’s machines were distributed by the library at Perkins. The group thought this was a good idea, and Mike suggested that perhaps either DBVI or VABVI could take over distribution. He thanked Martha for giving her report, and she promised to keep the group informed.
Topics for Future Meetings: Mike suggested Support for the Library and Future Budget Cuts as topics. He urged members to contact him with other ideas before the next meeting. Amy suggested discussing ways to let schools throughout the state know about the services SSU provides. 

Next Meeting: Mike said the next meeting would be in person at the library in Berlin on Thursday April 16 at 10:00 AM. He then thanked Barbara Buchanan for agreeing to do the minutes for this year’s meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 AM
Respectfully Submitted,

Barbara Buchanan, Secretary

