SSU Library Advisory Council
June 19, 2014

Berlin

M I N U T E S
Present: Mike Richman (Chair), Amy Olsen (Vice Chair), Barbara Buchanan, Linda Gustafson (attending by phone), Dan Norris, Paul Putnam, Walter Taylor, Ericka Reil (for Kim Brittenham), Teresa Faust (recording). Guests: Gerry Doody (invited speaker), Roger Buchanan (driver), Sara Blow (SSU staff, part of meeting), Donna Bowen (SSU staff, part of meeting). 
Those in attendance introduced themselves and wished Teresa well as she leaves her position as head of SSU. Teresa reported her position would probably not be posted until it was reclassified, which the State Librarian hoped would happen by fall. Normal SSU service should not be disrupted by Teresa’s departure, as the SSU staff will be handling day-to-day operations.
Library update

Teresa reported on the NLS biennial conference in Oklahoma City, which she attended in May. The US Bureau of Engraving & Printing will provide currency readers to blind & visually impaired persons in lieu of making the currency accessible. The Bureau will provide Orbit iBill readers free of charge; these retail for at least $100. Some will be given away “quietly” at consumer conferences over the summer. In the fall, NLS patrons will be able to tell their libraries if they want a currency reader. The Library will not have the readers, but will send the patron information along and the Bureau will ship the reader. There will be a national launch in January. If the reader malfunctions, a new one will be sent; if the reader is lost, there will be no replacement. 
SSU staff member Jennifer Hart was attending a conference in Boston on the integrated library computer system SSU uses. 
Teresa sent the VCB statistics indicating the amount of use the descriptive videos had; VCB purchases the videos for the library.
A new staff person at the Vermont Humanities Council was showing interest in making the VHC readings accessible. The 2015 Vermont Reads title has already been recorded by NLS. 

Reading technology

Gerry Doody demonstrated the Focus 40 refreshable braille display as it was connected to an iPhone using the BARD app.

In response to a question, Dan said a person with good braille skills can read 80-90 words per minute.
Dan showed an APH Book Port Plus and the new version of the Humanware Victor Reader Stream. Both are capable of playing NLS books. 
Next meeting

The next meeting will be October 16 and will be the staff appreciation lunch. It will be held regardless of whether Teresa’s successor is in place.

Meeting adjourned.

