Collection Development Policy
IV. Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

Audio recordings

As a regional network library of the National Library Service for the Blind & Physically Handicapped (NLS), Special Services (SSU) is required to receive and retain at least one copy of any NLS audio book distributed to all network libraries in formats currently supported by NLS. The number of audio book copies sent to SSU is limited by a quota set by NLS (5,388 for calendar year 2010). SSU has one opportunity to order more than one copy of a particular title in an NLS process known as copy allotment. SSU orders between one and five copies of each NLS book during this process. Default copy allotment quantities are as follows, with rush indicating books that are predicted to be in great demand:

000 Generalities – 1 copy (rush 3 copies)
001 Computer books – 1 (rush 3)

100 Philosophy – 1 (rush 3)

200 Religion – 2 (rush 3)

300 Social Sciences – 1 (rush 3)
320 Political Sciences – 1 (rush 4)

330 Economics – 1 (rush 3)

360 Social Problems – 1 (rush 3)

370 Education –1 (rush 3)

398 Fairy Tales & Folklore – 1 (rush 3)

400 Language – 1 (rush 3)

500 Pure Sciences – 2 (rush 3)

550 Natural Sciences – 2 (rush 3)

600 Engineering & Technology – 1 (rush 3)

610 Medicine, Health, Nutrition – 2 (rush 3)

630 Pet Care, Gardening, Agriculture – 1 (rush 3)

640 Cooking – 1 (rush 3)

643 Home Economics, Child Care, Personal Grooming – 1 (rush 3)

650 Business & Office Management, Manufacturing – 1 (rush 3)

700 Fine & Applied Arts – 1 (rush 3)

780 Music – 1 (rush 3)

790 Sports, Recreation, Hobbies, Movies, etc. – 1 (rush 3)

800 Literature – 1 (rush 3)

811 Poetry – 2 (rush 3)

812 Drama – 1 (rush 3)

900 Geography – 2 (rush 3)

910 Travel – 3 (rush 3)

920 Biography, Autobiography, Genealogy – 2 (rush 4)

930 World History – 2 (rush 3)

973 U.S. History – 3 (rush 3)

ADV Adventure Stories – 2 (rush 4)

CLA Classics – 1 (rush 4)

FAM Family Stories – 2 (rush 4)

FAT Fantasy Stories – 1 (rush 4)

GFI General Fiction – 2 (rush 5)

GOH Gothic Stories – 2 (rush 4)

HIF (Historical Fiction – 2 (rush 5)

HOL Holiday Stories – 2 (rush 4)

HUM Human Relationships – 1 (rush 5)

HUR Humorous Stories – 2 (rush 4)

JF1-JF6, JN1-JN6 Children’s Books – 1 (rush 1)
LIT Literature – 2 (rush 5)

MED Medical Stories – 1 (rush 3)

MYS Mystery & Detective Stories – 3 (rush 5)

OCC Supernatural Stories – 1 (rush 5)

OFL Other Foreign Language (non-Spanish) – 1 (rush 1)
POF Political Fiction – 1 (rush 5)

PSF Psychological Fiction 1 (rush 5)

REL Religious Fiction 2 (rush 5)

ROM Romance Stories – 3 (rush 5)

ROX Romance Stories (Strong language & sex) – 2 (rush 5)

SEA Sea Stories – 2 (rush 4)

SFI Science Fiction – 1 (rush 4)

SHO Short Stories – 1 (rush 3)

SPA Spanish Language – 1 (rush 1)

SPT Sport Stories – 2 (rush 4)

SPY Spy Stories – 3 (rush 5)

WAR War Stories – 2 (rush 5)

WES Western Stories – 3 (rush 5)

Unless damaged beyond repair, NLS audio books may be weeded down to one copy each under an NLS schedule and process known as XESS. 
Occasionally non-NLS-produced audio books of Vermont interest may be acquired to enhance the collection.

Audio magazines are available through NLS and other services for the blind. SSU does record Vermont Life for its patrons.  

Large print

The selection of large print books available for purchase is limited and very heavily weighted to genre fiction. Considering the market, collection development in various categories will be the following:
Levels of importance:

H – High level of importance

M – Moderate level of importance

L – Low level of importance

Classics (Fiction) -- M
General/Other Fiction -- M
Historical Fiction -- M
Mystery/Suspense Fiction -- H
Religious Fiction -- H
Romance Fiction – H
Science Fiction -- L

Westerns -- H
Biography -- H
History -- M
Other Non-fiction -- L
Young Adult -- L
Print braille
Print braille picture books for children are purchased through the Children’s Braille Book Club of the National Braille Press, which supplies one book per month.

Reference collection

On occasion, a regular-sized print book relating to library services to special populations may be purchased for the SSU reference collection. 

Video/DVD
The selection of audio-described videos and DVDs available for purchase, particularly those that are plug-and-play, is extremely limited at present. Audio-described videos and DVDs are purchased for the collection by the Vermont Council of the Blind, based on recommendations of SSU and VCB. Emphasis is on popular feature films and documentaries for adults and children. A few non-audio-described videos/DVDs relating to special populations may be purchased. 
[Discussed by Library Advisory Council, Aug. 15, 2013]
