
National Preparedness Month How Libraries Can 
Partner with the MRC



• https://www.ready.gov/september
• Launched in 2004, National Preparedness Month is FEMA’s 

effort to strengthen community and individual-preparedness.
• States and territories use NPM as a time to focus outreach in 

the community with education and training.
• Campaign utilizes a combination of national resources and 

state/local focal areas.

What is NPM?

https://www.ready.gov/september


Media Reach

• Focus is on simple steps people 
can take to increase readiness.

• Social-media/internet focused.

• Both FEMA and Vermont use 
media toolkits to promote 
messaging.

• Pair awareness messaging with 
in-person interaction for those 
seeking a ‘deep-dive’ into 
specialized topics.



• The MRC’s activities align with 
National Preparedness Month 
mission and goals.

• And because libraries are a 
trusted, free, accessible source of 
information for communities, 
offering education through 
libraries is a perfect partnership.

• The public is already aware of 
existing partnerships forged the 
last few years. We’ve already 
done the legwork of putting a 
familiar face on our work.

Collaboration



Information

• Provide fact sheets and brochures to the 
community

• Work with libraries to develop a ‘book 
list’ of print publications, audio books, 
visual media and comprehensive websites 
around preparedness topics.

• Write educational pieces for library 
newsletters that reach your local patrons.

• Share and ‘Like’ social media posts about 
NPM from Vermont Department of 
Health’s website.



Education

• Present on a variety of topics to staff 
and/or patrons.

• Use the library for a host site to put on 
programming to a targeted group on 
topics specialized to their needs.

• Work with libraries to stage a recruitment 
or orientation event to mobilize local 
volunteers to the MRC.



National Preparedness 
Month Can Be Every Day
• You don’t need to wait until September to 

host a preparedness activity. 
• Our nine MRC units regularly outreach 

with community partners. Just because we 
focus on NPM, does not mean we are not 
available and accessible any time.

• If your local MRC does not teach a topic 
you want to know more about, they may 
know someone who does. Neighboring 
MRCs or partner organizations may be able 
to host a live, virtual webinar or provide a 
recording of a topic for a ‘discussion night.’
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