11/1/2018

hitps://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/narcan-company-supply-free-narcan-to-libraries/

Company to Supply Free Narcan to Libraries | American Libraries Magazine

Ibitps./ /americanlibrorlesmogazine.crg /)

Company to Supply Free Narcan to Libraries

Emergent BioSolutions will provide two doses to every public

library branch in the US
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Anti-opioid overdose Narcan Nasal Spray.

ublic libraries across the country are on the front lines of the

opioid epidemic, and now they will be eligible to receive a drug

that could mean the difference between life and death.
Emergent BioSolutions, a biopharmaceutical company headquartered
in Gaithersburg, Maryland, announced October 24 that it is offering two
free doses of the nasal spray version of the anti-overdose drug Narcan
(hitps: unity/education-awareness-and-
training-resources/) (naloxone hydrochloride) to all 16,568 public
library locations (https://libguides.ala.org/numberoflibraries) in the
United States.

The drug maker announced the offer—which also includes distributing Narcan to 2,700 local
YMCAs—at the White House, where President Trump signed legislation that aims to curb the
opioid crisis. Emergent BioSolutions spokesman Thom Duddy says the company’s
announcement is not directly related to the legislation, but the administration requested the
company to participate in the event. “We thought it would be an appropriate time to announce

the program,” Duddy says.

Narcan is already being used at some libraries to save lives. Michelle Jeske, Denver Public
Library (DPL) city librarian and member of the Public Library Association (PLA) board of
directors, says DPL began training staff to use Narcan at the beginning of 2017.

DPL administered Narcan 14 times that year and a handful of times so far in 2018. “Those are
lives we saved,” she says, “These things can and do happen at libraries because libraries are very

public places.”
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Emergent BioSolutions has a precedent for donating Narcan. In partnership with the Clinton

Foundation, it pledged (https://www.pharmacist.com farticle/adapt-pharma-expands-free-
naloxone-program-schools) to donate 20,000 boxes to more than 4,700 US universities in 2017,
It expanded the offer to all US high schools, colleges, and universities earlier this year, The

company also nmlw&mie.(hltns.ﬂs&hmﬁmmﬂumnﬂmmgmgmsn.

profile/2017/03/12/natin -of-g¢ sievidoal i addie e
opioid-epidemic-in-americas-schools) a toolkit
(https://www.pathlms.com/nasn/courses/3353) that is provided on the National Association of
School Nurses website.

The announcement comes just a few weeks after PLA launched its collaboration with OCLC on a

nroject (http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2018/10/public-library-association-partners-
acle-help-public-libraries-partners) aimed at addressing the opioid crisis. Jeske serves on the
steering committee for that program, which will produce case studies from eight communities
where public libraries are actively working to respond to the opioid crisis. That effort is funded\

by a $249,714 National Leadership Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Duddy says libraries are a natural fit for the Narcan program because of their connection to the
public and their mandate to educate patrons. “Libraries in the Philadelphia area got national
media attention (https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/06 /21 /saving-lives-in-the-
stacks/) recently by having Narcan in the library,” he says. “What better place is there to do this
than in a public library?”

Update: Corrected “public library administrative units” to “public library locations,” October
24, 2018
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TIMOTHY INKLEBARGER is a writer living in Chicago.
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