
        
Potato Pants!  
Author Illustrator: Laurie Keller 
 
A potato and his eggplant nemesis struggle to find the perfect pants in this hilarious, 
heartwarming tale of forgiveness by bestselling Geisel-Award winning creator Laurie 
Keller.  (Amazon) 

 
Art project: Veggie prints! 
 
We have all heard of potato 
 
Materials needed: 

● Random vegetables.  This is where you can be really creative!  The ends 
of celery?  Perfect!  They look like the letter “C”.  Celery hearts are even 
better.  Romaine lettuce “ends” make the coolest prints!  Beans, 
asparagus… if your child will not eat them, maybe they will make art with 
them!!! 

● Paint.  My go to paint is always acrylic paint.  However, tempra will do 
the trick too.  You can even play with inks an good watercolors for 
different effects. 

● Paper.   If you are really playing, go with the cheap copy paper.  However, 
good drawing paper will hold up better.  You may also want to try and 
play with rolls of paper and you can create some veggie wrapping paper 
for a take home. 
   



       
The Day You Begin 
Author: Jacqueline Woodson 
Illustrator: Rafael Lopez 
 
There will be times when you walk into a room 
and no one there is quite like you. 
 
There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it's how you look or talk, or where you're from; 
maybe it's what you eat, or something just as random. It's not easy to take those first steps into a 
place where nobody really knows you yet, but somehow you do it. 
 
Jacqueline Woodson's lyrical text and Rafael López's dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like 
outsiders sometimes-and how brave it is that we go forth anyway. And that sometimes, when we 
reach out and begin to share our stories, others will be happy to meet us halfway.  (Amazon) 
 
Art project: Scratch Art is SO cool to use.  The kids will love that it is GOLD.  My 
link is to talk about friendhips and connections between people as worth 
something and gold is the color that symbolizes it.  As they are inspired by the 
STUNNING artwork in this book, they can use the drawing to inspire their own 
doodles of creativity.  I would suggest that they are not drawing “something”, 
rather try to doodle to evoke an emotion of friendship. 
 
Materials needed: 

● Gold Scratch Board.  I purchase most of my supplies from Blick Art 
Materials.  (Item number 13516-9022)  It is approximately $1 per sheet. 
The scratch board is better than the paper because it is more resilient 
and holds up better.   

● You can purchase special scratch tools or open up and use a paperclip. 
   



   
 
Drawn Together 
Author: Minh Le 
Illustrator: Dan Santat 
 
"Drawn Together is a poignant and gorgeously illustrated story of a grandfather and 
grandson who discover a shared love of art and storytelling." - Seira Wilson, Amazon Editor 
 
When a young boy visits his grandfather, their lack of a common language leads to 
confusion, frustration, and silence. But as they sit down to draw together, something 
magical happens-with a shared love of art and storytelling, the two form a bond that goes 
beyond words. 
 
With spare, direct text by Minh Lê and luminous illustrations by Caldecott Medalist Dan 
Santat, this stirring picturebook about reaching across barriers will be cherished for years to 
come.  (Amazon) 
 
 

 



 Art project:  String art!  I have always wanted to try this project and this book 
felt like the right project to jump into it with.  I tried it with foam core that was 
left overs from a frame shop.  Most times I have asked, local frame shops 
always have scraps that they are willing to donate to a school or library.  Before 
you buy, you may want to check in with your local frame shop.  I tried simple 
shapes with pins and thumbtacks.  Both work equally well.   
Two tip: 

1. Embroidery floss works better than yarn. 
2. Double up thinner foam core.  It is easier to hold the pins in and it gives a 

more finished look to the piece. 
 
Materials needed: 

● Foam core 
● Pins with some sort of ball on the end OR thumbtacks 
● Embroidery floss 

   



  
 
The Misunderstood Shark 
Author: Ame Dyckman 
Illustrator: Scott Magoon 
 
Every beachgoer knows that there's nothing more terrifying than a... SHARRRK! But this shark is just 
misunderstood, or is he? In a wholly original, sidesplittingly funny story, New York Times bestselling 
author Ame Dyckman and illustrator Scott Magoon take this perennial theme and turn it on its 
(hammer)head with a brand-new cheeky character. 
 
The filming of an underwater TV show goes awry when the crew gets interrupted by a... SHARRRK! 
Poor Shark, he wasn't trying to scare them, he's just misunderstood! Then he's accused of trying to 
eat a fish. Will Shark ever catch a break? After all, he wasn't going to eat the fish, he was just showing 
it his new tooth! Or was he? Explosively funny, extraordinarily clever, and even full of fun shark facts, 
this surprisingly endearing story gets to the heart of what it feels like to be misunderstood by the 
people around you. With a surprise twist ending, our Misunderstood Shark will have kids rolling with 
laughter!  (Amazon) 
 

   



 
 Art project:  Two ideas… 
First, a Flying Fish Wind Sock.  The Japanese are famous for their kites , but 
they also make a wind sock in the shape of a carp.  It is displayed each year on 
May 5th during the festival call Children’s Day.  In the book Adventures In Art 
by Susan Milord, there are more specific details to the cultural connections as 
well as more specific construction details.  In my sample,  I cut an old white 
sheet, painted it with thinned acrylic paint, and sewed it together.  Voila! 
Second,  a underwater scene on a piece of raw canvas.  I used a black canvas 
that I purchased from JoAnn Fabric and then painted with acrylic paint.  Easy 
and fun!   
 
Materials needed: 
Fish Wind Sock: 

● White cotton fabric 
● Acrylic paint 
● Needle and thread or sewing machine 

 
Canvas Painitng: 

● Raw canvas 
● Acrylic paint 

 
   



        
 
The Wall In The Middle Of The Book 
Author / Illustrator: Jon Agee 
 
There's a wall in the middle of the book, and our hero--a young knight--is sure that the wall 
protects his side of the book from the dangers of the other side--like an angry tiger and giant rhino, 
and worst of all, an ogre who would gobble him up in a second! But our knight doesn't seem to notice 
the crocodile and growing sea of water that are emerging on his side. When he's almost over his head 
and calling for help, who will come to his rescue? An individual who isn't as dangerous as the knight 
thought--from a side of the book that might just have some positive things to offer after all! 
(Amazon) 
 
 Art project:  Accordion Books!  These are SO fun.  They look like a wall, stand up 
like a wall, and can just remind you of your old slinky toy (maybe that is just 
me!).  Your students can use them as a piece of sculpture or write on them.  The 
sky's the limit.  Have fun! 
 
Materials needed: 

● The better the paper, the better your results!  I love 140 lb. watercolor 
paper.  However, I have used 80 lb. drawing paper and even copy paper to 
get good results too.   

● Paints or bits to collage (optional) 
● Glue sticks 

 



 
 
Hawk Rising 
Author: Maria Gianferrari 
 Illustrator: Brian Floca 
 
Early morning and a ruffle of feathers, 
A shadow gliding through the backyard. 
High above your house Father Hawk circles, sharp eyes searching for prey. From the front porch, you 
watch. 
Swoosh! 
He dives after chipmunks, crows, sparrows, squirrels. 
Screech! 
The sun sets low in the sky. 
What’s for dinner? 
A father red-tailed hawk hunts prey for his family in a suburban neighborhood in this thrilling, 
fierce, and gorgeous nonfiction picture book, Hawk Rising, illustrated by Caldecott medalist Brian 
Floca. ((Amazon) 
 



 
 
Art project:  SO many ideas with birds!  Create a clay bird ornament or part of a 
head, what about a tea light within a bird?  Easy! 
 
Materials needed: 

● FIMO or Sculpey (Polymer clay) 
● Self Hardening Clay 
● Acrylic paint 
● Tea light 

   



   
Girl Running 
Author: Annette Bay Pimentel 
Illustrator: Micha Archer 
 
"Bobbi Gibb was the female runner to complete the Boston Marathon and her story, told in Girl 
Running, has a powerful and inspiring message to share with early elementary school children. " 
 
The inspiring story of the first female to run the Boston Marathon comes to life in stunningly vivid 
collage illustrations. 
 
Because Bobbi Gibb is a girl, she's not allowed to run on her school's track team. But after school, no 
one can stop her--and she's free to run endless miles to her heart's content. She is told no yet again 
when she tries to enter the Boston Marathon in 1966, because the officials claim that it's a man's race 
and that women are just not capable of running such a long distance. So what does Bobbi do? She 
bravely sets out to prove the naysayers wrong and show the world just what a girl can do. (Amazon) 
 
 
Art project:  Shoe Laces!  Create your own one of a kind unique you shoelaces. 
Make them colorful and full of patterns or black and white. You are the artist in 
charge! 
 
Materials needed: 

● White shoe laces (the flat kind is better for decorating) 
● Sharpie markers 

   



 

 
 
Julian Is A Mermaid 
Author / Illustrator: Jessica Love 
 
"A gem of a debut, Julián is a Mermaid is a beautifully illustrated celebration of individuality, love, 
and acceptance."  
In an exuberant picture book, a glimpse of costumed mermaids leaves one boy flooded with wonder 
and ready to dazzle the world. 
While riding the subway home from the pool with his abuela one day, Julián notices three women 
spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their 
joy fills the train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of the magic he’s seen, all he can think 
about is dressing up just like the ladies in his own fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-yellow 
curtain for his tail, the fronds of a potted fern for his headdress. But what will Abuela think about the 
mess he makes — and even more importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees himself? 
Mesmerizing and full of heart, Jessica Love’s author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love 
and a radiant celebration of individuality.  (Amazon) 
 

   



 
Art project:  Mermaid Tails and Paint brushes with mermaid tails 
In these activities, something ordinary can take on a whole new shape and 
purpose.  Scrapbook paper is so lovely.  Make a cone, tape it in it’s new shape, 
trim off the bottom and put a tail on top.  Voila!  You have a mermaid tail! 
 
Paint brushes can feel completely different with a tail attached!  How different 
it is to feel like you are painting with a tail on your brush!  Will you paint a 
water scene or a robot?  These brushes with tails may ignite your creativity! 
 
Materials needed: 
3-D Mermaid Tail: 

● Fancy scrapbook paper 
● Tape 
● Scissors 

 
Paint brushes with tails: 

● Duct tape 
● An old paint brush! 

   



 
 
Counting On Katherine.   How Katherine Johnson Saved Appolo 13 
Author: Helaine Becker 
Illustrator: Dow Phumiruk 
 
The bold story of Katherine Johnson, an African-American mathematician who worked for NASA 
during the space race and was depicted in the film Hidden Figures. 
You've likely heard of the historic Apollo 13 moon landing. But do you know about the mathematical 
genius who made sure that Apollo 13 returned safely home? 
As a child, Katherine Johnson loved to count. She counted the steps on the road, the number of dishes 
and spoons she washed in the kitchen sink, everything! Boundless, curious, and excited by 
calculations, young Katherine longed to know as much as she could about math, about the universe. 
From Katherine's early beginnings as a gifted student to her heroic accomplishments as a prominent 
mathematician at NASA, Counting on Katherine is the story of a groundbreaking American woman 
who not only calculated the course of moon landings but, in turn, saved lives and made enormous 
contributions to history.  (Amazon) 
 



 
 
Art project:  Contraptions 
There’s nothing better than inventing!  Have a game plan or let them go with 
their own ideas.  Make sure you have time for “re-design” after they test out 
their trebuchet, catapult, or car! 
 
Materials needed: 

● Popsicile sticks 
● Rubber bands 
● imagination 

 
   



 
Friends and Foes.  Poems About Us All 
Author / Illustrator: Douglas Florian 
 
In the tradition of Shel Silverstein, celebrated picture book poet Douglas Florian offers an honest, 
touching, and often humorous collection of twenty-three poems about relationships—both good and 
bad! 
 
There are all kinds of friends—good friends, bad friends, old friends, new friends…even imaginary 
friends! This humorous, heartfelt, and refreshingly honest collection of poems explores the many 
facets of friendship with Douglas Florian’s signature sense of silliness and wit.  (Amazon) 

 
 

 
Art project:  NO staple or glue book. 
With this project, you can show that pages can be linked together with this 
SIMPLE structure.  Yes, just like friendships, we can be linked together and not 
need a staple or glue (yeah!) 
 
Materials needed: 

● Paper 



 

 
 
Art project:  Paper Puppets 
Love this project because it involves creativity and play.  I’m not sure if my 
students had more fun making the puppets or playing with them.  They had 
names, personalities, likes, and dislikes.  Super fun especially for the younger 
kids! 
 
Materials needed: 

● Copy paper 
● Makers, pens, pencils 

 


