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Community Legal 
Information Center

Pamela Cartier, 
Librarian & Coordinator



Sources of the Law
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Constitutions (federal & state) – establish our fundamental rights in respect of government 
and the form of government. VT Const. chp. 1, art. 1.

Statutes - (federal and state) - laws enacted by Congress or the General Assembly – broadest 
rules to fit many situations. 15 VSA §1103 (relief from abuse)

Regulations/Rules - laws created by agencies (EPA, Dept of Taxes, Dept. of Families) - 
more specific or detailed rules to help you determine whether you fit within the rule of the 
statute. CVR 04-000-003 (safe at home address confidentiality). 

Case law/common law – the decision of a court as it resolves a controversy between two 
people/entities (civil law) or a person and a governmental entity (criminal law).  Morton v. 
Young, 2023 VT 29 (2023) defines stalking as a course of conduct. 



Hierarchy of Laws
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Constitutional Law
(Highest source of the law)

Statutory 
Law

Administrative 
Agency – Rules and 
Regulations

Case Law (Lowest 
source of the law 
except judicial 
review) 
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Free Federal (National) Legal 
Resources

• All federal laws - Govinfo.gov  (USC, Federal Register, 
Federal court cases).
 https://uscode.house.gov/browse.xhtml (statutes)
 https://www.ecfr.gov/ (regulations)

• 26 USC §61, 26 CFR §1.61-2
• Case law searches

• Google scholar - https://scholar.google.com/ 
(cases & articles)

• Courtlistener - https://www.courtlistener.com/
• All purpose – Legal Information Institute at Cornell Law 

School - https://www.law.cornell.edu/
• Findlaw - https://www.findlaw.com/
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Vermont Free Legal Resources

• Vermont statutes & Agency rules - 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/

• Vermont Court cases – Resources on previous page

Other general resources:

• Vermont Judiciary Self-help -
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/self-help

• Vermont Law Help - https://vtlawhelp.org/

• Access & Resource Center -
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/self-help/ARC

• Gale Legal Forms Library -
https://subscriptions.uslegalforms.com/gale/catalog/category/v
iew/id/26707/

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/self-help
https://vtlawhelp.org/
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/self-help/ARC
https://subscriptions.uslegalforms.com/gale/catalog/category/view/id/26707/
https://subscriptions.uslegalforms.com/gale/catalog/category/view/id/26707/


Lawyer referral resources
Low Income:
• Legal Aid has five (5) locations throughout the state of Vermont.  The Statewide Help Line is 1 (800) 889-

2047. Vermont Legal Aid currently represents clients in the following legal project areas: Poverty Law, Disability Law, 
Elder Law, Health Care Advocacy, Housing Discrimination, Long-term Care, and Mental Health.

• Legal Services Vermont - Legal Services Vermont provides free advice or consultation for qualified low-income 
Vermont residents.  They can be reached by calling 1 (800) 889-2047 or by filling-out the Legal Help Request Form.

• ABA Free Legal Answers Vermont - is a free service provided by the American Bar Association that allows qualified 
individuals to ask volunteer attorneys a specific civil legal question.

General Lawyer Referral - Vermont Bar Association Lawyer Referral - call 1 (800) 639-7036 or fill-out the online 
request form.

• https://libguides.vermontlaw.edu/civilmatters

https://vtlawhelp.org/vlh-intake
https://vt.freelegalanswers.org/
https://www.vtbar.org/find-a-lawyer/
https://www.vtbar.org/find-a-lawyer/
https://libguides.vermontlaw.edu/civilmatters


CLIC Specific Resources
• Legal Databases for onsite use – Lexis, Westlaw, 

Fastcase
• Westlaw pilot – 8 public libraries

• Hard copies of Vermont Statutes, Cases, and Rules 
(regulations)

• Access to legal dictionaries, encyclopedia, treatises 
and law reviews

• HeinOnline - Large law review collection, all session 
laws and historic statutes prior to 1948 

• Pacer – federal docket system – case filings

• Research guides
• Vermont Legal Resources for Civil Matters
• Community Legal Information Center – Legal 

Self-help books (CLOVER)

https://libguides.vermontlaw.edu/civilmatters
https://libguides.vermontlaw.edu/CLICself-helpbooks
https://libguides.vermontlaw.edu/CLICself-helpbooks


Dedicated law librarian – Mon. through Friday – 
10:30am to 4:00pm

Cornell library is open to the public from 8:30am 
to 4pm – Monday through Friday.

Email: clic@vermontlaw.edu
 24-hour turnaround on weekdays.

Ask a Law Librarian: 802-831-1313
 24-48 hour turnaround on weekdays.

Service Hours & Contact Information



Questions
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